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Upper North Island Conference

When: 18th October 2009
Where: Motu Moana (Auckland)
Who: ALL Leaders/Rovers/Venturers

Northland had a wonderful representation
at the 

2009 National Conference in Wellington 

Can Northland have an even
BIGGER & BETTER 

turn out at the 2009 Regional Conference
in Auckland 

COME ON Northland
LetÕs show the rest of the Region

 that NZ doesn't stop at the
Auckland Harbour Bridge !!!!!

Well Done
Whangarei Combined Venturers 

You all deserve a very big pat on the back for the part each 
of you played in making the
Region 1 ÒFantasy BallÓ a night to remember

I  know that Helen, Glenn & ÒTeam WhangareiÓ 
worked very hard over a number of nights making the 
decorations, before travelling to Auckland early on the day 
of the ball so that they could spend many hours turning the 
venue into something very special. 

Of course they were there again the next morning 
to help with the cleaning up 

Once again - WELL DONE WHANGAREI

FREE PHONE
To order Handbooks or to contact the Region 

Office in Auckland on any Scouting matter 
just phone

0800SCOUTS.
There is no charge for these calls!

SPECIAL
OVERSEAS GUEST

Nothland Keas have hosted a visitor from 
Canada this last term.  He was Robbie the 
Beaver, the mascot of the Beaver Scouts of 
Canada, who is on a world tour.  He met up 
with our own mascot, Koa the Kea, and visited 
all Nortlhland Zone Kea Clubs before departing 
for more engagements further south.

Debra Crook - 436 1771
kcrook@e3.net.nz



GayÕs Message
!

One of the problems we face in the world today is that of 
Communication Ð regardless of whether that is Òa lack ofÓ or  Òan 
overload ofÓ Ð it seems to me that one is as bad as the other.
!
Com-mu-ni-cate

¥   To impart; transmit, as news or an idea
¥   To make or hold communication

!
Com-mu-ni-ca-tion

¥   The act of communicating;  exchange of ideas, 
conveyance of information, etc

¥   That which is communicated, as a letter or message
¥   Means of communicating, as a highway, telephone, 

radio, television etc
!
I think that we all need to re-evaluate our use of the various 
communication media and the way we respond to each of 
them
!

¥   When we receive a letter via  Òsnail mailÓ we normally 
take the time to read and respond appropriately Ð why do we 
not treat a letter that comes via Òcyber spaceÓ with the same 
courtesy??

¥   Would we write Òa letterÓ in the same rushed, 
unthinking way as most people type out Òan e-mailÓ??

¥   Would we slap Òa letterÓ in an envelope and post it 
without rereading what we have written to ensure it is not full of 
errors and that it actually says what we want it to say, and is not 
likely to offend the recipient??

¥   Would we flick off Òan e-mailÓ to a family member 
who lives nearby just to ask a quick question. No , we wouldnÕt, 
we would instead just Òpick up the phoneÓ and speak for a 
couple of minutes to a loved one and sort out whatever it is 
that needs to be sorted out Ð if not Òface to faceÓ at least Òear to 
earÓ Ð so why donÕt we do the same thing with our Scouting 
Family??
!
DonÕt get me wrong : Òe-mailÓ is a great way to get bulk 
information to a lot of people, but if you only need to  
ÒcommunicateÓ with one other person what is so wrong with 
Alexander Graham BellÕs famous invention Ð Òthe telephoneÓ?
!
If you receive an Òe-mailÓ asking a question of you, your 
Section or your Group please have the courtesy to answer, 
even if it is only to say ÒnoÓ Ð or at least check to see that 
another Leader in your Group or Section has already done so
!
Most of us have much better things to do with our time than to 
spend it sending out information, etc, that is never 
acknowledged or replied to
!
Communication, like courtesy, is a two-way street Ð letÕs start 
treating others the way we would like to be treated ourselves.

Gay
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Activity Permits 
issued recently in Northland Zone

 
¥ Doubtless Bay

National Cub Day (Hukerenui)
Outdoor First Aid Course (Whatatiri)
 Region 1 Venturer Ball (Auckland)

¥ Kamo
Fishing (Manganese Point)
Aqua Box (Whangarei)
Campfire (Pipiwai Road)

¥ Shackleton
Senior Scouts Sailing (Cancelled)

¥ Maungaturoto
Kea Sleep Over (M'roto Den)
Picnic in a Box (MÕroto Prim Sch)

¥ Whangarei Combined Venturers
Region 1 Venturer Ball (Auckland)

¥ Ruakaka
Master of Arms Badge (DoctorÕs 

Hill.Rd, Ruakaka )
Tramp (Mt Parahaki)

¥ Zone
NÕand Training Regatta (Parua Bay)

Upcoming Events
(Not all of these are set in concrete -

so watch for updates)
!    4th/5th July - Training Regatta @ Parua Bay
!    5th July - Initial Training @ Dargaville
!    6th/10th July - Photography School
!    11th July - Mountain Safety Council GPS 1 

day course
!    11th/12th July - Day Skipper???? 

(Shackleton)
!    22nd July - Zone Team Meeting 7 p.m. @ 

Tikipunga
!    2nd Aug - Zone Council 1 p.m. @ Tikipunga
!    15th August - Shackleton Swim Challenge
!    15th August - Zone Leaders Meeting @ 

Wellington
!    22nd/23rd August - Initial Training @ 

Kerikeri
!    30th August - Cooksey Leadership Course @ 

Auckland
!    18th/20th September - Sandford Course @ 

Lonsdale Park 
!    26th September - Kea Day
!    6th/27th September - Training Regatta 

@ Taipa
!    28th Sept/5th October - Snow School
!    6th/10th October - Mountaincraft School
!    17th October - JOTA/JOTI
!    18th October - UNI Regional Conference @ 

Motu Moana
!    30th Oct/2nd Nov or 13th/15th Nov - 

Campcraft @ Hukerenui
!    31st Oct/1st Nov - Day Skipper???? 

(Shackleton)
!    1st/10th Jan 2010 - Venture V10 ÒOpen Your 

EyesÓ@ Wellington
!    8th/22nd Jan 2010 - Walsh Memorial Scout 

Fying School
!    Dec/Jan 2011 - 19th N Z Scout Jamboree @ 

Mystery Creek



A BUSY and INTERESTING AGM

At the recent well attended AGM of the Doubtless Bay Group, where special Scouting guests included Gay 
Lang, Hugh Fowlie, Mike & Julia Rowlands and Alan & Denise Wheatley, inspiring reports were presented 
by Section Leaders on the events and activities completed in 2008 - from the Jamboree in Christchurch 
through to the Te Araroa Walk from Te Paki Stream to Cape Reinga.  It really was a dynamic year, which 
also included a 5-day trip to the snow at Mt Ruapehu for 21 members and a 4-day (which ended up being 5 
days) hike in the Kaimanawa Range  for four Venturers and a Leader.  

Also at the meeting, special thanks and a photo album recalling events of 
2008 were presented to Ken Green who was in attendance representing 
COGS, for its continued support.  Ken gave an outline as to where COGS 
fits into our communities and told us the album would be passed through 
Far North District Committee for viewing and sent on to Wellington to be 
viewed by MPs involved in Youth Affairs.

The evening also included ÒClimbing the LadderÓ for three Cubs-- Callum 
Hadlow, Finn Spaans and Claudia Beckham -going up into Scouts and the 
welcoming and induction of Madisson Brace and Jesse Milne into the 
Scout Section.  (Jesse's Grandad was also present - former Doubtless Bay 
GL Graeme Leggatt).  Simon and Lian Jones were presented with their 
Probationary Leader Warrants and Greg Beeson and Andrea Beckham 
along with Zone Venturer Leader Alan Wheatley of Kerikeri received their 
Gilwell Scarf and Wood Badge Beads.  

The night ended with all youth members singing the Group's own version 
of ÒClick Go the Shears Boys, click, click, clickÓ to being ÒSwish Go The 
Skis Scouts, swish, swish, swishÓ full of lyrics reflecting the yearÕs 
events. 

Future of Tikipunga Scout Hall
in doubt

With the closure of the Whangarei Rover Crew the future of 
the Tikipunga Scout Hall is being considered as tenancy 
income does not cover the ongoing costs.

Suggestions being investigated include its retention as a 
Zone Training HQ either on the current site or  elsewhere, 
the moving of the building to another site for other Scouting 
purposes. or the sale of the building and land (either 
separately or jointly).

B A D G E S

f o r

B A D G E R S

Send orders with payment 
to

Badge Secretary
220 Marsden Point Rd

Ruakaka 0116
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Finn Spaans climbs up to Scouts

Shackleton Swim Challenge
Scoring System

The scoring system to be used at the Shackleton 
Swim Challenge is as follows: 
!
In each age group (Cubs/Scouts/Venturers) three 
participation points are awarded to each swimmer on 
the assumption that the youth in general will swim all 
three races (Freestyle, Breaststroke and Backstroke) 
Ð in addition the following points are awarded to the 
swimmers in the finals for each event.
-!!!!!!!! 1st Ð 7 points
-!!!!!!!! 2nd Ð 6 points
-!!!!!!!! 3rd Ð 5 points
-!!!!!!!! 4th Ð 4 points
-!!!!!!!! 5th Ð 3 points
-!!!!!!!! 6th Ð 2 points
-!!!!!!!! 7th Ð 1 point

The overall winner of the Shackleton Swim Challenge 
is based on the grand total of the Cub, Scout and 
Venturer points.

Whilst the Open is hotly contested amongst the 
leaders these points are not included  in the points 
total for overall winner.

The Kea trophy is based on the percentage of the 
Kea Pack taking part in the event. However the 
minimum Kea pack size is deemed to be 4.

$2.50 each
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The format for !adult leader training within New 
Zealand Scouts is due to change as of 1st July, 200 9. ! 

I have noticed from the ZoneÕs training records tha t a 
number of people have some small areas of training to 
catch up on in order to actually complete certain 
training blocks. !!! My focus for the next month will be 
directed at this area to bring the records into lin e. 
!
Secondly we have a training day planned at Dargavil le 
on Sunday, 5th July which will cover the new course Õs 
Introduction and Initial (the old 100 days). !!  This 
course is open to any new or prospective leader. 
Nominations can still be accepted; send me an email
 please for further details

.!     ztl @scoutingnorthland.org.nz
 !
Discussions are also on-going with Doubtless Bay and 
Kerikeri Scouts who have requested training in the 
Far North of the Zone. !!  The format of this training will 
be over a full weekend - the Saturday being the 
Introduction and Initial, the Sunday the completion  of 
the Practical course which will bring all leaders to t he 
level just below SAPD (Woodbeads). !!The dates have 
not been finalised for this but will likely be in August 
in the Kerikeri area. !!  Again this training will be open 
to everyone from around the Zone. !!  
!
If anyone has any specific training needs or issues I 
would urge leaders to get in contact with me at the 
earliest opportunity in order to discuss and move 
forward. !!  LetÕs remember that Scouting is an ever 
changing Movement.
!
Regards

         Chris

!

A WINTER ACTIVITY

Here is something to keep your Scouts, or 
yourself, occupied for a time on a WinterÕs night.  
Use a different coloured cord for each Patrol, but 
not a leather bootlace - that would give a Gilwell 
woggle
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ztl@scoutingnorthland.org.nz

Training Shop

Greg, Beeson,  Alan Wheatley and Andrea Beckham
receive their Gilwell Scarf and Beads.



      ZKL: Anne Grbin (09 4323053)          AZKL: Claire McSkimming (09 4355662)

Hard to believe it is already half way through the year. Where has the 
first 6 months gone?

This term the National Programme theme was 'Out of the Box'. It has 
been fun but I think I spent most of the term with my head down in 
cardboard recycling bins around town collecting a variety of boxes. 
The programme had Keas making things from boxes, putting things in 
and taking things out of boxes, a 'picnic in a box and playing some of 
our old favourite games using boxes eg 'Stuck in a Box', 'Under the 
Box', 'Musical Boxes' 

Some groups joined for a 'Picnic in the BoxÓ night, where they played   
games and ate food from boxes. Maungaturoto  Keas held a 'Picnic 
in a Box' on Sunday 24th May and we hear it was a great success. 
They played lots of fun games such as sack and 3 legged races and 
egg and spoon races. There were even races for the parents and 
Leaders. Well Done, Maungaturoto!

The highlight of the term was the arrival in Northland Zone of Robbie 
the Beaver Mascot from Canada. He arrived in Whangarei in a box with 
heaps of goodies for our Keas and Leaders. Robbie has visited the 6 
Kea Clubs in Northland Zone. His first outing was to join Hora Hora  
and Shackleton  in an ANZAC Day  sleepover. He made poppies and
 Anzac Biscuits and managed an early get up and was seen at ANZAC Dawn Parade wearing a raincoat Claire had made 
for him from a plastic bag. He visited Hora Hora  where he planted seeds in boxes and decorated boxes. He did heaps 
with Hora Hora Keas as he was staying with me and I couldn't leave him at home alone. Next was Kamo  where he had 
lots of fun playing games. His favourite was 'peg gladiator' (have the rules for this game, so e-mail me if you want them) 
and the   Kamo Keas took very good care of him. I enjoyed my time at Kamo and

 thank you for some new games. After a long drive to Kerikeri  he helped make boats from wood. There was lots of 
hammering, gluing and drilling. I thought the finished boats looked great and the Keas were very proud of them. 
Maungaturoto  Keas made pizzas to put in a box. Robbie got fully involved in this activity. He rolled his bun and added 
heaps of toppings. It was a yummy pizza, thank you Frances. At Shackleton he enjoyed a march around their den, 
played some very active games and planted pansy seeds. Thanks for making us feel so welcome. Mid -Northern

Robbie has headed off south to visit some more Keas before returning home. Northland Keas gave him heaps of NZ 
goodies. I am sure the Canadian Beavers will be thrilled with them.

Next term  the theme is 'Earth, wind and Fire'. I hope the weather is kind to us so we can get out and about.

The next event is Shackleton Swim Challenge. It is on the 15th August 6.00pm at the Whangarei Aquatic Centre. The 
cost is $5 per Kea.  Come along and try to win the trophy for the most Keas from your Club present.

And of course don't forget the KeasÕ Birthday on Saturday 26th September. More info later.

Anne Grbin ZKL
Claire McSkimming AZKL

CENSUS
Have you completed and returned 
the Census forms for your Group 

yet?
Congratulations to Ruakaka for 

being the first to return the 
completed forms.

Remember, that July 10th is the 
LATEST that they can be returned.
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 I know heÕs here somewhere.
Keas from Kamo having FUN.

Picnic Day at Maungaturoto
      was lots of FUN, too!



Page 7Page 9

1st - 10th Jan, 2010
Brookfield, Wellington

Get all the gen at 
www.venturewellington.org.nz

Applications have been flooding in for 
Venture Wellington. Over 470 Venturers 
and Rangers from New Zealand and 
Australia (and even one from the USA!) 
have now registered. If the current rate 
of applications continues there will be 
over 600 Venturers coming to Venture 
Wellington. ThatÕs equivalent to around 
two-thirds of all Venturers in the country 
and will make it the largest gathering of 
Venturers in New Zealand for quite a few 
years. What an awesome Venture itÕs 
going to be.

    * Number of Venturer applications: 
New Zealanders: 256; Australians: 214; 
Other: 1 (plus 5 NZ Rangers);
    * Venturer Gender ratio: Males: 2/3rds; 
Females 1/3rd
    * NZ Venturer applications by Region: 
Northern Region: 30; Central North 
Island Region: 42; Lower North Island 
Region: 109; Upper South Island 
Region: 31; Lower South Island Region: 
44
    * Number of NZ Units Represented: 63
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VENTURERS CONGRATULATED

Recently nine Whangarei Combined Venturers and three Leaders 
headed off very early Saturday morning to decorate the venue for 
the 2009 Upper North Island Venturer Ball. After a busy day of 
decorating we all flashed ourselves up, met up with three 
Shackleton Venturers and headed to the "Fantasy Ball", where we 
all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, dancing the night away.
!
There were over 60 Venturers who attended from all over the 
Region and had a fantastic time. This would be a great event for 
Northland to host in the future.

We have received the message below.
!
YIV
Haylz  (Unit Chairperson)

. . . . . . . . .

Hi Hayley,

I wish to record my appreciation to you as Unit Chairperson and to the 
members of the Whangarei Combined Venturer Unit for the role they took in 
making the Fantasy Ball such a success.

It was no small feat coming all that way to check out the venue to enable 
you to design and work out the decoration requirements, make them and then 
convey them down from Whangarei to the venue and assemble them in time 
for the Ball. This was a very important aspect in the success of the Ball.

I know your members had a great time but IÕm sure that seeing the success of 
their contribution was the icing on the cake.

Please convey to your Unit members my appreciation of the effort they put 
into making this occasion such a success.

Thank you for everything.

-- Bob !Hale
!!!Regional !Venturer !Leader



A DU L T  L EA DER A WA RD
(Wo o d  B a d g e )

WHEATLEY Alan           Zone
BEESON Greg           Doubtless Bay
BECKHAM Andrea           Doubtless Bay
FEWTRELL Chris           Kerikerii

L EA DER S ERV I CE A WA RD
 5 years:

SALTER Paul Shackelton 
3 Years

CROWTHER Miles Hora Hora 

PREPARE for CAMPCRAFT NOW
ItÕs never too early to prepare so utilise these 

indoor nights to practise some pioneering
gadget skills like this useful camp dresser.

A copy of Notes and News
is provided

for each Northland Leader
either on-line or by hard-copy PLUS one copy for ea ch Group Secretary.

Please be sure your Group Committee gets a copy. 

Page 7

ZONE ADDRESS LIST
ZONE LEADER:
Gay Lang-  62 Riverside Dr., Whangarei ...........................438 0636

zl@scoutingnorthland.org.nz

ASSISTANT ZONE LEADERS:
North:
Alan Wheatley- 75A Kerikeri Inlet Rd.,  Kerikeri ...............407 4262 

 azlnorth@scoutingnorthland.org.nz

Admin/Notes and News-
Des Olney-  220 Marsden Point Rd., Ruakaka ................ 432 7778

nnn@scoutingnorthland.org.nz

ZONE TRAINING LEADER:
Chris Rumens-  54 Paramount Parade, Tikipunga ...........435 5953

Chris_Rumanz@hotmail.com

ZONE KEA LEADER:
Anne Grbin-  9 Vera Heights, Maungakaramea.................. 432 3053

zkl@scoutingnorthland.org.nz
Assistant
Claire McSkimming- 6 Whitelaw Place, Whangarei ...........435 5662

azkl @scoutingnorthland.org.nz

ZONE CUB LEADER:!!!!!  
Assistant 
Hugh Fowlie- Prescott Rd., RD#1, Ruakaka ....................433 0486

ZONE SCOUT LEADER:
Assistant
Warren Bunn- 652/21 One Tree Pointt Rd, Ruakaka .......432 7483

bunn31@xtra.co.nz
!
ZONE VENTURER LEADER:
Alan Wheatley- 75A Kerikeri Inlet Rd., Kerikeri .................407 4262 

 zvl@scoutingnorthland.org.nz

ZONE BADGE SECRETARY:
Shirley Olney- 220 Marsden Point Rd, Ruakaka.............. 432 7778

dolney@xtra.co.nz

Have you returned the Uniform 
survey form?

This is an early chance to say what 
you think the new uniiform should 

be like.
  Your opinion is needed now  - 

rather than your crticism later. - 

STOP PRESS

We have just received word that the Oxford 
Sports Trust has  granted Northland Zone 
$2500 for the purchase of 6 marker buoys 

and fittings for regatta / water-activity use.

Thank you Oxford Sports Trust.


